President’s Report

Model Flying NZ AGM, Auckland, 25 July 2009

Good morning to you all.  We now have the preliminary survey results with a gratifying 14% response rate from members. Some early trends are very clear.

About 80% of you have broadband, most are reasonably satisfied with the council activities and performance, most find the website and magazine good, but would like more technical, how-too, how-I-built-it and plan-based articles. The challenge for the council is to find authors.

The retention and acquisition of flying sites is a major concern to many of you. With rural land prices in NZ fetching very high prices, even by international standards, it is probably unlikely that we can ever fund more than one or maybe two flying fields in New Zealand. In my opinion, the much-preferred solution is to work with councils, persuade them that we are decent, worthy and pleasant tenants and/or neighbors and seek their co-operation in allocating some recreation land to us. The acquisition of the Highbrook field is an excellent example of good work in this area.

2.4 GHz DSSS and FH RC systems are now in common use in all sizes and types of models, and virtually everybody is delighted with them. Thankfully, these now solve many of the shootdowns we experience with poor frequency control, or simple absentmindedness

Ross Drummond has spent some time preparing the budget for our perusal. There is currently no need for a subscription increase. 

On the regulatory front, the council is still aware that there are some conflicts between model activities and full-size aviation. Furthermore we are aware that CAA is starting to take a closer look at some of our operations, particular fast and large models. 

The Radio Spectrum Management section of the Ministry of Commerce is now carrying out routine but random audits of those importing radio control equipment. As a result the number of model and hobby importers with Supplier Code Numbers has dramatically increased in the past year. I have a reliable rumor that the next “target” will be some traders on Trade-Me. 
We have regularly attended NZ Aviation Federation meetings every 2 months. This gives a little more say and much more visibility amongst other airspace users. This is a zero-cost activity, as they give us a generous grant to cover costs.

Insurance updates. Once again, our Secretary has obtained favorable and reasonable insurance cover for modeling activities. We continue to have very few claims, which is good to observe, and is the main reason why our premiums stay low.

We have had a significant problem with our website over the past couple of months. It has been hacked into from both China and Israel. Unfortunately, our hosting service was less than helpful. We have now changed as of two days and hopefully these problems will be behind us.

Safety is an ongoing concern. In the past year, we have had two accidents that were very serious, and had it not been for the prompt response of medical people, could have resulted in a fatality.  In each case, the root cause was the failure to properly secure the model. At this stage we have resisted mandated rules, but we very strongly recommend model restraints on larger models. Likewise. Electric models are becoming very popular and have their own set of dangers, with high-energy batteries, and the danger of starting almost without warning

We had an excellent display, with help from the two local clubs, at the Omaka airshow, with much interest. We have an active policy of attending all such similar airshows, subject to funds and personnel being available. 

The 61st Nationals were held at Balclutha with a better than expected turnout, but foul weather caused a number of problems.

It’s also sad to see that a significant number of well-known modelers have passed away since our last meeting, and it’s a reminder that we should, as far as possible, fit in more modelling, before we too, are the prime star in yet another estate sale.

Once again, we face many challenges, the same as the past, safety, NIMBY approaches to flying fields, rising fuel costs, compliance burdens, and a shortage of time. On the other had, we have superbly reliable RC equipment, modelling technology that 20 years ago would be a dream, and incredibly low costs of model goods.

Many thanks to the other council members for their work this year, but especially the two standing down, Graham Pearson and Peter Salmond. And a welcome to their replacements, Gordon McArthur and Antony Groenewegen

Best regards to you all.

Barry Lennox

